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Claude on Vertex AI vs Direct API: When to Use GCP
Edition of November 13, 2026 — facts verified November 13, 2026. Current edition always at
https://tygartmedia.com/claude-vertex-ai-gcp/.

Direct Answer (November 13, 2026): Routing Claude through Google Cloud’s Vertex AI (see Anthropic’s Vertex AI docs)
makes sense when you need consolidated GCP billing, Google Cloud IAM, VPC Service Controls, or regional data
residency (+10% premium). For solo developers and teams needing day-one access to flagship models like Fable 5.2
($8/$40), Opus 5.5 ($4/$20), and Haiku 5.5 ($0.10/$0.50 ≤100K), the direct Anthropic API is faster and simpler.

Last refreshed: November 13, 2026

Model Accuracy Note — Updated November 13, 2026

Current flagship (per Anthropic models overview & API pricing): Claude Fable 5.2 (claude-fable-5-2, $8/$40),
alongside Opus 5.5 ($4/$20), Sonnet 5.5 ($2/$10), and Haiku 5.5 ($0.10/$0.50 ≤100K) — all 1M context / 128K output.
References to Opus 4.7 / 4.6 / Haiku 4.5 below reflect earlier GCP deployment snapshots. See current model tracker →

Claude AI · Tygart Media

Anthropic offers two ways to access Claude programmatically: directly through the Anthropic API, or through Google
Cloud’s Vertex AI. They run the same models with the same capabilities. The difference is infrastructure, billing, compliance,
and control. Here’s when each makes sense — and why teams running production AI workloads on GCP increasingly
choose Vertex.

What You Actually Get Through Vertex AI
What you actually get through Vertex AI.

When you access Claude through Vertex AI, the request routes through Google Cloud infrastructure rather than Anthropic’s
own endpoints. Once enabled in Model Garden, current models — Fable 5.2, Opus 5.5, Sonnet 5.5, and Haiku 5.5 —
deliver the same model capabilities including the 1M token context window and 128K output ceiling. Nothing is stripped
down; differences sit on the infrastructure, billing, and regional rollout side.

Five Reasons to Route Through GCP Instead of Direct API
Five reasons to route through GCP instead of direct API.

1. Consolidated GCP billing

If your organization already runs on Google Cloud, adding Claude through Vertex AI means all AI spending appears on a
single GCP bill. No separate Anthropic invoice, no separate API key management system, no separate budget approval
process. For enterprise finance teams, this is often the deciding factor — Claude becomes a line item on the existing cloud
budget rather than a new vendor relationship.

2. Use existing GCP credits

Google Cloud offers $300 in free credits to new accounts, startup credits through various programs, and committed use
discounts for larger organizations. All of these apply to Claude usage through Vertex AI. Teams with unused GCP credit can
run substantial Claude workloads at no incremental cost. New GCP accounts can effectively run Claude Code for free until
credits are exhausted.

3. IAM and access control

Vertex AI integrates with Google Cloud IAM, meaning you can control who in your organization can access Claude using the
same permission system you use for every other GCP service. Roles, service accounts, audit logs — all standard GCP
tooling applies. This eliminates the need for a separate API key distribution system and makes access revocation immediate
and centralized.

4. VPC Service Controls and private networking
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For organizations with strict data residency or network isolation requirements, Vertex AI supports VPC Service Controls that
prevent Claude API calls from leaving your private network perimeter. Claude requests originate from inside your GCP VPC
rather than from an internet-facing endpoint. This is the core of what some teams call a “Fortress Architecture” — running AI
inference inside a secured cloud environment where data never traverses the public internet. For regulated industries
(healthcare, finance, legal), this is often a compliance requirement, not a preference. See The Fortress Architecture: Why
Regulated Industries Need Their Own Cloud for the full architecture breakdown.

5. Regional data residency

Vertex AI lets you pin Claude requests to specific GCP regions — US, EU, or specific regional endpoints. For organizations
subject to GDPR or other data residency requirements, this ensures AI processing stays within the required geographic
boundary. The Anthropic direct API does not offer equivalent regional controls.

When the Direct Anthropic API Is Better
When the direct Anthropic API is better.

Vertex AI adds setup overhead — you need a GCP project, Vertex AI enabled, model access requested in Model Garden,
and IAM configured. For individual developers, startups, and teams that don’t already run on GCP, this overhead isn’t worth
it. The direct Anthropic API is faster to set up (generate a key, start calling), has the best rate limits for getting started, and
doesn’t require cloud infrastructure knowledge.

Also: new Claude models appear in the direct API before they appear in Vertex AI’s Model Garden. If you need day-one
access to new releases, direct is faster.

Pricing Comparison

Model Anthropic Direct Vertex AI (Global) Vertex AI (Regional)

Claude Fable 5.2 (in/out) $8 / $40 per MTok Matches Anthropic +10% regional premium

Claude Opus 5.5 (in/out) $4 / $20 per MTok Matches Anthropic +10% regional premium

Claude Sonnet 5.5 (in/out) $2 / $10 per MTok Matches Anthropic +10% regional premium

Claude Haiku 5.5 (≤100K in/out) $0.10 / $0.50 per MTok Matches Anthropic +10% regional premium

Global endpoint pricing matches Anthropic direct. Regional endpoints add a 10% premium for the data residency guarantee.
If you don’t need regional pinning, use the global endpoint and pay identical rates.

Is Claude on Vertex AI the same as the Anthropic API?

Same models, same capabilities, different infrastructure. Vertex AI runs on Google Cloud with GCP billing, IAM, and VPC
controls. The direct Anthropic API is simpler to set up but lacks GCP-native enterprise controls.

Can I use GCP free credits for Claude on Vertex AI?

Yes. New GCP accounts receive $300 in free credits. Startup programs and other Google Cloud credits all apply to Claude
usage through Vertex AI. Teams with existing GCP credits can run Claude workloads at no incremental cost until credits are
exhausted.

Is Claude on Vertex AI more expensive than the direct API?

At the global endpoint, pricing is identical to Anthropic direct. Regional endpoints (for data residency) add a 10% premium. If
you don’t need regional pinning, the cost difference is zero.

Primary & Reference Links Cited on This Page
• Anthropic models overview —
https://platform.claude.com/docs/en/about-claude/models/overview

• API pricing — https://platform.claude.com/docs/en/about-claude/pricing

• Vertex AI docs —
https://platform.claude.com/docs/en/build-with-claude/claude-on-vertex-ai
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• Tygart Media: current model tracker →

• Tygart Media: The Fortress Architecture: Why Regulated Industries Need Their Own Cloud
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